
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: In Depth: “A Summer at the Movies” is the name of our current sermon series, which has 
been designed to encourage God’s Truth as revealed in the Bible and as experienced on the Big Screen. 
Today’s sermon, “True Purpose,” is the first in the series and has been inspired by the 1981 historical drama 
“Chariots of Fire.” You will find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4.



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday: 
      9:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship
    10:05 a.m.  Sunday School
    11:05 a.m.  Contemporary Worship
      6:00 p.m.  Youth Pool Party
Monday:       
       7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts  

In Depth:  Each week, the pages of the In Action will contain updates, news and other information about 
Aldersgate’s music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the 
Mission Field. (The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of 
God outside of the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie 
Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

This Week: 

Wednesday: 
       6:30 p.m. Kids Art Night
       7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir
Friday: 
       7:00 p.m. Spirit Wind Concert

A Summer at 
the Movies
continues 

next Sunday 
with...

Connections Ministry: Mission Trip Photos
   Hello! I want to invite everyone who is participating 
in one of Aldersgate’s summer missional efforts 
(Guatemala, Panama, youth mission, senior adult 
mission, local mission trip, work in our mission 
field, etc.) to take plenty of photos while you are 
serving! As many of you know, each fall we display 
a Summer Mission Photo Show in which we share 
pictures, memories, and testimony about the way 
people saw God at work. If you take photos while 
serving, please submit them to me via dropbox, 
flickr, or other photo sharing tools. If you read 
that last sentence and wondered if I was speaking 

a foreign language, then come see me and I will help with this part! It is important to submit the highest 
quality of photos possible because we will be enlarging the photos significantly. The Mission Photo Show is 
one of my favorites, and I think one of the church’s favorites, because we see pictures of the people we know 
and love and learn more about how Aldersgate takes seriously the call to be the body of Christ in the world. 
If you have questions, you may connect with me via e-mail at jessica@aldersgateabilene.org or call me at 
(210) 849-9122. — Jessica Watson



Children’s Ministry:  Vacation Bible School Update
     VBS was scheduled for June 22-23, but plans have changed. 
Steve’s surgery is scheduled for June 16, and the doctor has said 
that it will take him about two weeks to feel back to normal again. 
We don’t feel that it would be in the best interest of our family (and 
our sanity!) to plan VBS so soon after Steve’s surgery. Earlier in the 
year, we discussed not having VBS and instead doing four family 
events throughout the year. We  had decided to compromise and 
do a shortened form of VBS and the family events. However, in 
light of Steve’s surgery, we are going to go back to the original 
option. This year, we will not offer VBS but will instead hold four 
family events throughout the year. I hope these events will provide 
unique ways to minister to the families in our church, and will also 
be something you can invite your friends to attend. At the end of 
the year, we can evaluate the family events and decide what will 
best meet the needs of our congregation and mission field. If you 
have any questions or concerns, please feel free to e-mail me at 
children@aldersgateabilene.org. — Alayna Brooks

    The next Work & Play day in the garden has 
been scheduled for Friday, June 17, at 6 p.m. This 
will be our third annual Dog Play Date, and all 
vaccinated dogs on leashes are welcome. It’s great 
fun every year, so you are invited to come, with or 
without a dog, and feel free to bring your favorite 
homemade ice cream to share. Plenty of ice cream 
will be available for both humans and dogs, so 
bring a friend or two, as well! 
    The photo to the right shows Alayna Brooks as 
she reads to the children in the garden during the 
Work & Play day on May 21. A big thanks goes 
to Alayna and her children’s ministry team for 
sponsoring the event and for helping to stock our 
Little Free Library with children’s books! As you can see, time in the garden is time well spent, so please 
mark your calendars for the remaining Work & Play events of the season: 

Fri., June 17, @ 6 p.m. = Dog Play Date w/ FREE Ice Cream 
Fri., July 15, @ 6 p.m. = Kona Ice + Relay Games + Outdoor Movie
     {Sponsored by the Youth & Children’s Ministries}
Fri., August 19 , @ 6 p.m. = Timothy Palmer Concert + Picnic                                   — Amy Wilson Feltz

How the Garden Grows: Work & Play on June 17



A SUMMER AT THE MOVIES:  True Purpose from Chariots of Fire
Revelation 4:6b-11

Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Why are we here?

Harold

Eric

The 24 Elders

Being in the world for God or Being in God for the World?

God made me for a purpose...for China, but he also made me fast, 
and when I run I feel His pleasure. 

- Eric Liddell



     Friends, I wanted to let you all know about what will 
be going on with our college ministry during the summer 
months. I really hope that the summer season will provide 
good opportunities to connect with students who normally are 
not involved with our college ministry. We are planning small 
events every other Wednesday during June and July. We started 
these summer hang-outs this last Wednesday with a cook-out 
near the McMurry campus apartments, and our next event will 
take place on June 15. I also hope to plan a trip to watch the 
Texas Rangers play a game later in July and perhaps a fun night 
out with our summer staff friends at Camp Butman. To stay up-
to-date with our college ministry’s summer schedule, continue 
to check our Facebook and Twitter accounts. If you have any 

questions, or if you would like to get involved with our summer college ministry, please contact me anytime 
at (325)665-9116. — Kyle Watson

College Ministry: Summer Schedule 

    Summer is here! Remember that tonight, we will have our HELLO SUMMER Pool Party from 6-8 p.m. at 
The Dive Spot. Please bring $5 to cover the pool rental and meal.
   We have some big events coming up, and here’s how to make sure you have reserved your spot!
    Mystery Ramble will take place from June 13-15. This trip is for any youth going into the 6th-8th grades. 
The cost is $50, which includes travel, lodging and activities. This does not include meals. It would be 
advisable to bring an additional $80-$100 for the seven meals we will eat together. If you would like to 
attend, please sign up with Daniel and turn in your $50 to Daniel or KB Woods, financial officer, to secure 
your spot. Money for this is due today, June 5.
   Camp Eagle will take place July 1-4. Because of Faith Promise contributions, we have been able to bring
the price down from $280 per student to $140 per student! 
To register, go to https://campeagle.secure.force.com/
eventlink?id=0063100000bcMXNAA2 to sign up through Camp Eagle. 
A link can be found on our website at aldersgateabilene.org on the Youth 
Ministry page. Payment should be given to Daniel or KB.
   UM ARMY will take place July 17-23. The cost for this trip is $100. The 
trip is for any student who has completed the 9th Grade. Again, the price 
has been supplemented by Faith Promise contributions. To sign up, go to 
https://www.umarmy.net/Registration/Indv/1909/. A link can be found 
on our website, as well,  and money should be given to Daniel or KB.
     If you have any questions about any of our trips or our summer activities, 
feel free to contact Daniel by e-mail at youth@aldersgateabilene.org or 
by phone at (325)370-5223. 
   We are looking forward to an amazing Summer! 

Youth Ministry: Summer is Here!



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.
Prayers

Gifts 

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Rosalee Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Alice Alcala
Charles Dortch

Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette
Delmon Wilson
Billie Langston
Judy English
Charles Myrick

Presence                              5.29.2016

Budget for 2016 = $777,000
Received This Week = $11,583.60
Received This Month-to-Date = $63,760.58
Received Year-to-Date = $324,420.83
2016 Faith Promise Pledge = $38,312.00
2016 Faith Promise Contributions = $21,463.88

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Kay Burkhart
Billy & Jennifer
                 Butler

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval
Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. 
To learn more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz 
at 672-7893 or send an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 201
11: a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 144

Total Worship Service Attendance = 345
Sunday School = 161

Senior Adults, if you would like to go to the Fandangle on June 18 as part of a 
group, please sign up at the Welcome Center. If we have 20 or more people sign 
up, tickets will be $12 each. If not, they will be $15 each. 



In the Word
                             by Pastor Steve 

   In 2016, we are reading through 
the Bible together using the Bible 
Project reading plan that includes 
introduction videos for each book 
of the Bible and daily readings. 
They have the Bible divided into 16 
sections or chapters, all designed 
to help you get a feel for the Bible, 
Old and New Testaments, as one 
long story from creation to Christ’s 
ultimate return. We will publish the 
daily readings in the In Action each 
week. You also may find them at 
ht t p: //t hebibleprojec t .t u mbl r.
com/readscripture along with the 
suggested videos. The videos are 
available on the website or you can 
have them sent to your e-mail inbox 
as they come up in the cycle. There 
is also an app for your smart phones.   
  Tim Mackie, one of the founders  
of the Bible Project, says, “We want 
to help you learn how to read the 
Bible as you actually read through 
the entire thing for yourself.” Let’s 
begin this journey through the Bible 
together. Grace and Peace, 
—Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

June 5:
June 6:
June 7:
June 8:
June 9:
June 10:
June 11:

  Daily Readings

    Movies, along with all forms of art, play an 
important role in our lives. Sure, we like to 
be entertained and distracted, but our love 
for movies goes far beyond two hours of fun 
and diversion. One of the main reasons we 
like movies is that when we sit there in the 

dark, cool space of the theater, what we see on the screen helps us to 
experience and feel our myriad of emotions in a safe place as we get 
in touch with our deepest desires.

    What is your favorite movie? What emotions does it stir in you?  
With what hopes, dreams, and desires does it help you get in touch?  
We love movies because we are given permission to feel and believe 
when normally we are taught to stuff our emotions and desires deep 
down lest we be overcome, annoying and disappointed.

  Getting in touch with our desires actually is central to our 
spiritual growth. We cannot grow spiritually and experience God’s 
transforming grace until we are able and willing to name our desires 
in God’s presence and give God permission to refine, eliminate or 
even stir up new desires.

   Consider James, John and their mother from Matthew 20:20-
28. They had a desire for James and John to hold very important 
positions in Jesus’ kingdom. Jesus heard their desire and then took 
to opportunity to redirect all of them to the importance of serving 
over and against a perceived need to be in places of power and 
control.  

    Consider the two blind men whom Jesus healed in Matthew 
20:29-34. He asked them to articulate to him what they wanted him 
to do for them. How would you answer Jesus’ question, “What do 
you want me to do for you?”

    We are going to have a lot of fun with our new sermon series, “A 
Summer at the Movies,” which begins today. We will laugh and cry 
and ponder the deep things of life and God together. As we watch 
clips, discuss the movies and relate them to scripture, our time 
together will be a means to experience God’s Truth in our lives. We 
will get in touch with our deepest desires and hear God’s voice of 
love and conviction. As we do so, our transformation into wholeness 
for the sake of others will come into clear focus on the big screen.  I 
look forward to it!     

Proverbs 13-15, Psalm 2
Proverbs 16-18, Psalm 3
Proverbs 19-21, Psalm 4
Proverbs 22-24, Psalm 5
Proverbs 25-27, Psalm 6
Proverbs 28-31, Psalm 7
Ecclesiastes 1-4, Psalm 9
Video: Ecclesiastes


